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never shared that faith. For with depression has not come
more strenuous thinking, but more despairing action.
Poverty of mind and body blurs the vision and does not
clarify it. ...

It is not a society unnerved with panic and distracted
with hunger that advances towards Socialism, but one in
which a certain success in satisfying physical needs has
awakened mental desires and made easy the exercise of the
social instincts and the community consciousness of the
individual, , . .

Are we to accept the aims and methods of democratic
government? Hitherto we have been a little too content
with answering those questions by words and plirases the
meanings of which were not always specific or definite. We
have, for instance, declaimed against Party government
whilst doing our very best to form a new Party with a
written constitution. At one moment we have proclaimed
the eternal justice of majority rule; at another, we have
demanded that a Socialist and Labour minority should
determine the work of the House of Commons. Many
criticised the action of the Labour Party on the Licensing
Bill without having spent an hour in considering the
conditions of political advance as we in all honesty ought to
have done. Even our great watchword " Independence" has
not always been sufficiently well-defined. . . . But we seem
to have been rather averse to discussing "Independence"
as a method of Parliamentary action, and under Parliamen-
tary conditions. If, for instance, we held the balance of
power between two parties, how would we use it? Would
we turn one out in preference to the other, or would we turn
out first the one and then the other and make government
impossible until we ourselves were wiped out for the time
being by a series of General Elections that were regarded by
the country as being nothing but a great nuisance?

But even before we have decided this most intricate question,
we shall have been forced to define our attitude to the House
of Commons itself. How are we to regard the House of
Commons? I sometimes receive resolutions beginning in
this way: "Seeing that the unemployed are of more impor-
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